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Dear Andrzej

Thank you very much for the invitation to participate in the meeting with the Polish Heritage
Foundation in Southern Africa. On behalf of the Polish Association of Siberian Deportees in
South Africa I look forward to collaborating with the Heritage Foundation, particularly since
the Siberian Deportees and in particular the Polish Children of Oudtshoorn and their offspring
form an integral and significant part of Polish heritage in South Africa.

It is vital that archived material on the Polish heritage in South Africa is not lost. Consequently
I am in full support of your project proposal of compiling an inventory of archived material
related to South African Polish heritage.

Towards compiling such an inventory I can offer an inventory of material that I have collected
over the years on the Sybiracy with the bulk of the material obviously on the Polish Children
of Oudtshoorn. The description of the inventory is about 3 years old with new material being
constantly added. When Stefan Adamski went into frail care his personal archived material on
the Sybiracy was passed onto me. Included as part of the growing personal archived material
is heritage material on the Kresy, the region where the bulk of the Siberian deportees came
from.

Having direct access to the bulk of the archived material on the Polish Children of Oudtshoorn
and other Sybiracy a formal project has been registered at the History & Heritage Department
at Sol Plaatje University (SPU) in Kimberley under Dr Cobus Rademeyer. This project was
registered with a view to exploiting this archived material as research projects leading to
publications and university degrees. This project, the South Africa Poland Heritage project,
enjoys the full support of the Vice-Rector of SPU, Prof Yunus Ballim. Currently Dr Cobus
Rademeyer, Dr Marta Nowakowska (in Wroclaw) & myself form the core team of the South
Africa Poland Heritage Project and we are in discussions with universities & other institutions
in Poland with a view to undertaking joint South Africa Poland heritage research projects. As I
write Marta Nowakowska is finalising a project proposal for submission to solicit Polish
funding.

Andrzej, I am also wanting to use this opportunity to inform you and those on this email
distribution list of the upcoming 3rd South Africa Poland Heritage conference that is taking
place on Sunday 6 November at 14:00 at the Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre.

Regards
Stefan Szewczuk
President: Polish Association of Siberian Deportees in South Africa
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The EmbassV of the Republic of Poland in Pretoria, the Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre, the
PoliSh Association of Siberian Deportees in South Africa and Sol Plaalje UniversitJ invite you to the

3rd South Africa-Poland Heritage Conference
Sunday 6 November, 14.00-17.30

Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre
1 Duncombe Road, Forest Town

(Off of Jan Smuts Avenue)

Afr:er the Soviet-6erman Pact and the start of WWII, the Sovjef Union itwarled Poland on 17
September 1939. From 1{1f1February 19411-2(Jh .June 1941, the Soviet Union deported 1.1 million
il'NlOr:entPolish citizens to lhe gulags 01Siberia in a targeted and calcufated elfmic cleansing

campaign.

Join us for a haIf-diIy oonfetenr:e expIoringrhese unknown st~ including opening remarks
by H.E. MsAnna Raduc:howska-BmchWicz, Ambassador oflhe Republic of Poland in PIeloI:ia, as

well as eye Wiloess accounts by SUfVNors Of lhe Russian guIags of Sibelia.
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The SloIIrs Did Not Retum:
A Journey from Siberia to South Africa
Retraced

Conversations with Survivors of the
Deportation lO Siberia

From ooe gulsg, 8 12 }'eM cId boy' INI8dysfsw
Mafinowski, started 81J epic journey BaOSS E{j(fJfJe,
Asia & Afiica, defying impossible odds to survive lIS
one of 500 orphans u1timsteJy shipped to South
AI1fu8 to start 8 new fife. In 2a13 his daughter;
~ ChunneJ:t & her husbsnd, GonJoo, reft8ced
~joumey. This is their story.

MocJe:mted by Dr Cobus Rsdemeyer who wif1 hBve
convet'S8tions wilh 8 group of syb.i1acy (Slbetisn
Deportees) who will prmtide first h8nd eye WJilness
sccounts of 1tJeir chlJing odysseys 81 the hsnds o.f
the NKVD (RussiBn secret police) into Sibetis 81Id
Ihei, reI1I8IhbIe & epic escapes out of Sibetia
Sybinicy incIt.de l.ud8 .JskuIowicz, Jsn Szewczuk,
FeHIcs V8s{(ys, 8I1d IMind8 BieroosIra.

RSVPessential to shirleVfmhbholocaustoo.Z8 or 011-640-3100
Ught refn~.imentswill be served
Suggested donation of R50.00

> >> Andrzej Romanowicz <arom@wol.co.za> 18/10/201615:31 > > >
Przypominam 0 zebraniu Fundacji w najblizsza sobote 0 godz. 10:30 w klasztorze si6str
Sluzebniczek. Zapraszamy ksiezy i osoby zainteresowane.
Pozdrawiam
Andrzej



P.S.Zaproszenie z 22 wrzesnia ponizej:

Szanowni panstwo,
Niniejszym potwierdzam date Walnego Zgromadzenia Fundacji w klasztorze Siostr
Sluzebniczek w Lundhurst na dzien 22 pazdziernika 2016.
Termin pierwszy 10:30, Termin drugi 11:00.
Zaproszeni goscie, czlonkowie oraz Ci ktoryrn zalezy na istnieniu Fundacji mile widziani.
Program zebrania w zalaczeniu
Z powazaniem
Andrzej
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