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1t is the 25th Amiversary this ysar of the
establishment of the Polish Children's Camp in Oudtshoorn.
The past pupils and their fmailies hae arganised = gethering
which will teke placs over the Lsster holidays. They sll fgel
the nased to celsbrate this importent cccesion and go back in
memory to the yesr 1543 when they first arrived on the South
ifrican soil. This wes indeed @ memorsble occssion for them,

The arrivel of this group of S00 children marked the
beginning of Polish cosmunity which taday is sbout &,000 strong.

The pupils of the Oudtsheern schosl, having studied
8t Universities, Technicel Colleges and Biining Schouls, have hslped
over ths years in building our young couniry, e can find thes in
Industry, Cosmerce, Bining snd Agriculture. They ere proud of
their Polish descent but being tgc citizens of this country, they
#dd their efforts snd goodwill for sur common good,

This is why Lhis anniversary is not only being
celebrated by them, but also by the whale Polish community in
South Africa. It should slso be rememberad by %ht‘ﬁﬂnth African
nation 8s & memersble svent which will aluays be a credit in the
history of sur country,

find now e few facte and beckground of the svents
which took place in 1943,



In 1939 Poland wes overrun by Germens from the
Gest end by Russians from the fast, M#Hass deportation of Poles
took place into the depthes of fussis and sltogethsr some onas
end & helf million peopls wers taken to the so called *‘corrective’
camps. A period of utter misery for thase people sterted under
eppalling living and working conditions, eand for amany, ended
in death.

in 1941, soon after the Germans lsunched their
*Barbarossa’® plan, an egreement Getween the British Government,
tha axiled Polish Government in Londen and Stalin made possible
the Formetion of Polish srwed fozces in the Southern pert of
Russis. The forces were sventuslly evascueted via the Carpisn
Sea to the fiddles Eest. The newly formed Army was able to
svecuste, with them some elvilien femilies, including orphan
children. The children were sventually housed in special esteblish-
ments in certein ecities in Persis such as Teheran end lsfehen for
sbout six months. Then greduel repatristion dirscted them te Indie,
UeSoefe, Bexico end also South Africe.

To bring & very considersble transport of 500 Polish
children to South Africs st thst time wee not en sssy task.
Appravel of the South Africen Government was needed, sscondly,
it waes necessary to meke the perilous voyage vie Indisn Oceen
where numercus Qerman U-Bosts had their hunting grounds, snd
thirdly, considerable preperetion wee regquired to ensure proper
housing snd living conditions for such » lerge group of children.
Eventually negotiations between Genersl Smuts end Dr. S. Lepkowski,
the Polish Consul in Pretorie, were brought to & hsppy conclusion.
The British trensport ship *Dunsre' sailed sefely from the River
Tigris snd undaunted by the Germsn hunters, continued on itse
Southwerd journey vis ths Persien Gulf snd Indien Gcean te Part
Elizebeth,

The young contingent of future South Africens had
greet esxcitement in seeing huge convoys of ships being sscorted
by Sritish Sen-of.Uar whose spesd snd alscrity filled them with
sdairation and hops thet perheps some day they would find themsslves
on the sinning sidae.



Prior to the arrival of thase young peopls, the
msin preparstions were successfully concluded.

£ disused Wilitery cesmp near Oudtshoorn was being
converted into = plece suitsble to eccommodate about 200 girls
end 300 boys. The camp consisted of some 37 berrecks, an ald
VelloLohe bullding, a kitchen block and 2 small hospital compound.
This may not sound very romentic but for the children ehe srrived
thers on the 13th April 1943 it seewed like @ paradise. fany had
ilinesses such as malerie ete. but the climete of the kerroo,
combined with wholesome food and exercise, soen had the upper hand,
The sges of the children ranged from sbout 4 te 17, but the sge
groups 10 - 15 were by Tar most _nunsrous. The steff aumsbered
some 60 sdults, who sers given the not-soe-sssy task o
aftar snd sducating the younger generation. Polish medius was
usad slmost exclusively ss tha tesachere were sll Poles. At
first it wes strongly believed thet most of the group would be
reaturning to Polend when the sar was over, Vslta introduced
complications to this ides and scon certain groups of boys were
sant to Pletermeritzburg eng Cspe Town Technicel High Schosls.
The Caap continued to pulsate with life end Polish culture, and
tha children whe wers sent to tha English snd Afrikesns Bedius
Schools ware adjusting themselves to new langusges, customs end
1life. The longing for the past remained, but the challesnge of
the future had its ouwn appeals. WMaore and more childrsn were
gradually sent out from the Cemp until its complets closurs
on the 20th June 1947,
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